Australian operating room registered nurse education: a national study comparing two types of healthcare technology.
A random sample of operating room registered nurses (N = 258) working in hospitals throughout Australia was surveyed to compare how and what they initially learned about two types of healthcare technology--the count procedure and the electrosurgical unit (ESU)--and the consequences of their use. The most frequently identified method of initially learning to use both technologies was receiving instruction from a staff member on their unit. A comparison of what registered nurses initially learned about the technologies revealed that nurses were significantly more likely to learn more about the count procedure. The count procedure and ESU caused less than one-third of nurses to experience stress; participants were significantly less likely to have had an inaccurate count procedure result in patient harm (10.1%) than to have used an ESU that caused patient harm (17.4%).